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A monthly update for members and donors
of Torrey Pines Conservancy

Greetings!

February is an exciting month for our organization as we
are getting ready for the annual meeting (for the 72nd
time!). We are thrilled that we will meet in person after
meeting virtually last year. We hope to see many of you

on the lawn of the Martin Johnson House overlooking the ocean.

Please read on for more information on the Annual Meeting, new and
retiring directors at the Torrey Pines Conservancy, new plantings and the
San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance's conservation efforts. Last but not least,
there is news about a stick that was not a boomerang--but still came
back!

Sincerely,
--Torrey Pines Conservancy

Torrey Pines Conservancy's 72nd Annual Meeting

All members and donors are cordially invited to the upcoming 72nd Annual
Meeting of the Torrey Pines Conservancy. The meeting will be held on Sunday,
February 27 from 3-5 pm at the Martin Johnson House on the campus of Scripps
Institution of Oceanography. The meeting will be held outdoors on the lawn
overlooking the ocean. Space is limited. RSVP for in-person event. and RSVP for
livestream.

This year’s speaker, Ed Vodrazka, California State Lifeguard for 46 years, will talk
about his time at the Guy Fleming House “Living in the heart of the Reserve.”
In his career, Ed has performed over 1,000 ocean rescues and 1,000 major
medicals.  As an Emergency Medical Instructor and Lifeguard Academy
Instructor, he has taught over 3,000 lifeguards and future fire-fighters. As a feather in his cap, he was
honored as “California State Emergency Services Educator of the Year” for 2020. In Ed’s recently
published book “Stories from Sea Level,” he chronicles some of the most heroic rescues performed by his
fellow lifeguards on the California Coast over the last 50 years. At last count, it has sold over 1,700
copies (and is still available in our online store!).
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A Changing of the Guard

At our annual meeting, Torrey Pines Conservancy (TPC) will say
farewell to three directors who have served for many years and
welcome three new directors.

At TPC’s annual meeting, three directors, who each served nine
consecutive years, “will term out” for at least one year or retire
permanently: John Durant, Anne McCammon (Secretary), and
Peter Jensen (President—shown at right, black shirt, presenting
award to fellow board member Doug Dawson at a previous
annual meeting).

New TPC officers include Rick Gulley (President), Nigella Hillgarth (Vice President) Joann Selleck
(Secretary), and Barbara McCardle (Membership). Donna Close continues as Treasurer.

Three new directors are on the ballot:

Barbara McCardle. Barbara served previously on TPC’s board before terming out in 2021 after nine
years of service to the Reserve (board members can serve no more than three consecutive three-year
terms). After a one-year hiatus, she has enthusiastically agreed to rejoin the board. Barbara’s focus at
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TPC has been on membership and special fundraising events such as Wine in the Pines and our art-
aution fundraisers. Her efforts have helped increase the scope of TPC’s fundraising and member-
involvement events dramatically. A former guidance counselor, she lives in Solana Beach with her
husband Pat, and are close to their children and grandchildren.

Dave Van Cleve. Now retired from a long and stellar career with California State Parks, Dave began work
in 1972 as a field ranger at Torrey Pines! During his 32 years with State Parks, he went on to become
Senior Resource Ecologist for the Southern Region, Interim District Superintendent for the San Diego
Coast, and Superintendent for the Colorado Desert District (largest district in California and included
Anza-Borrego, Cuyamaca, Palomar, Salton Sea, San Jacinto, and Picacho) until 2004, when he retired
from state service and joined the Nature Conservancy as Ecoregional Director for the South Coast
Ecoregion and Senior Project Director. He is the author of two books on state park rangers. He currently
serves on the Board of Trustees and chairs the land committee for the Anza-Borrego Foundation, has
been a counselor for the Save The Redwoods League, and sits on the acquisition committee at Volcan
Mountain Foundation. Now retired, he and his wife Mary enjoy their grandchildren. Dave’s hobbies
include making wooden toys, bicycling, and playing upright bass.

Roger Showley. A retired journalist who spent forty-four years at The San Diego Union-Tribune covering
local government, real estate, San Diego history and popular culture, Roger also appeared frequently on
KPBS-TV and radio and was a consultant and on-screen commentator on the San Diego History Center's
history of Balboa Park film released in 2014. He is a frequent speaker at local organizations and currently
is president of the Balboa Park Committee of 100. A lifelong San Diegan with deep roots dating back
more than a century (the Showley Brothers Candy Factory in San Diego was founded in 1902), Roger
and his wife Carol live in Scripps Ranch.

All members and donors: Please expect your ballots in your inbox soon!

Those little blue tubes

A smattering of blue protective plant tubes has
sprouted in some areas of the Reserve. The recent
planting is a collaboration between California State
Parks and San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance(SDZWA)
and the Center for Plant Conservation.
Nadine Lamberski, DVM, the chief conservation and
wildlife heath for SDZWA, gave us this report:
 
"In 2021, we planted 120 Torrey pine saplings, and
this year planted 244 saplings as part of an
experimental restoration focused on determining

conditions that best enable pine establishment. The goal is to plant a total of 450 trees within the
next two years. In addition to Torrey pines, the team planted 581 maritime coastal scrub plants—many of
which they think might tolerate dry conditions predicted to be the future condition at the Reserve. They
planted into areas heavily hit by beetles, where Torrey pine mortality was high and other areas where
Torrey pines still stand. The team is measuring tree growth and ecological conditions to assist with niche
models."

SDZWA is a unified team of conservation scientists, researchers, wildlife nutritionists and wildlife
veterinarians developing a comprehensive strategic approach to SDZWA's conservation efforts. 

The Boomerang (that wasn't one)

It was a beautiful spring morning about 5 years ago and the Children’s
Program was in full swing. Docent Susan Elliott was up front in the
Children’s Pavillon--and a group of school kids was her captive audience.
She was showing the Kumeyaay props. There were bows and arrows, a
Woodrat/digging stick, an animal club and a throwing stick. Curious kids
were gathered around the items. Susan was about to explain how they work.
When she got to the throwing stick, Susan explained that the stick was used
to throw at the legs of animals to disable them. She stressed that the stick
was not a boomerang and continued “I’d like you to throw…” But one little



boy could not wait any longer. He picked up the stick, swung it in a wide
circle and winged it ...all the way down into the canyon. Susan never got to
finish her sentence (about throwing the stick low to the ground in the
lemonade berry bush.) Since the stick wasn’t a boomerang, it never came
back (the boy hadn’t expected that!).
The stick was gone and could never be retrieved.

Fast forward to January 2022. The Children’s Program was not in full swing
but the pandemic was. Down in the canyon two geology technicians were
surveying the cliffs behind the lodge. Docent Joe Meyer saw them working
down in the canyon and remembered the throwing stick incident. Joe called
down to the workers in the canyon. He got their attention and asked them to
look for a throwing stick. After carefully searching a part of the canyon that
nobody had been to in years, one of the technicians found the stick! They

brought it back up (see photo!) To everybody's surprise, after all those years, the stick was in great
condition. After more than 5 years, the stick returned to the Docent’s Children’s Program closet —“to be
thrown another day!” as Joe Meyer puts it.
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Nature Discovery Series

All Torrey Pines Conservancy friends are invited to the Torrey Pines Docent Society’s next event.
The Nature Discovery Series takes place February 19, 2022 at 3 pm at the Children’s Pavilion. Patty and
Bruce Montgomery’s talk is titled “Animals and Habitats.” There is no need to RSVP.

Make A Tax-Deductible Donation
Become a Member/ Renew Your Membership

Shop at Gift Shop & Book Store
Spread Out Your Giving: Monthly Giving

For questions, please call Susanne at (858) 437-7371
(7 am to noon, Monday- Saturday).

#torreypinesconservancy
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