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Greetings!

It was nice to see some of you in person at the live reading of Ed Vodrazka's "Stories
from Sea Level" on October 15.

We have another in-person event lined up. On Friday, November 19 at 6:30 pm we will
gather for a night hike. Enjoying the Reserve at night (in a very small group of people!) is

sure to be a special treat.

Some of us might be done with the annual holiday shopping, while some of us are starting to think about
holiday gifts. If you belong to the latter group, we have some options coming up for you. This fall we are
offering an online art auction with beautiful oil paintings of the Reserve (many already framed and ready
to be gifted!)

Speaking of gifts, a very generous donor made a donation towards a new TPC website. After more than
10 years, the new website brings a very much needed update. It's faster and can be easily viewed from
your phone--and may we say it looks quite nice! See for yourself here! A huge thank you to our donor and
Board member John Durant for the amazing shots.

See you on the trails!
--Torrey Pines Conservancy

Spring is here ... or is it?

TPC board member Donna Close hikes the trails in the Reserve very
frequently. Very! 

On November 3 she reported, "I have been out on the trails and spring is
happening in the reserve! Spice Bush is in full bloom, black sage is leafing
out, sunflowers and sea dahlias are all growing, as well as morning glories,
deer weed (see photo) and wild cucumber. Wishbone and California
Wolfberry are also blooming. California Bee plants are leafing out along the
park road. Ferns are all out as well. Common Phacelia, which has purple
flowers in the spring, is growing along Guy Fleming Trail. Either the plants
know something we don’t ('rain just happened, so take advantage of it!') or
we may have two bloom seasons for some of these plants."

We've asked state biologist Darren Smith to comment, and here are his
observations: Darren Smith fears that we might be following one of the

climate change scenarios where we get more regular out-of-phase precipitation that brings precipitation
and greater temperatures together. That would probably be bad for evergreen species that are more
susceptible to fungal pathogens. Some mildew on lemonade berry in the Reserve has been reported. A
few years ago we had late rain and found powdery mildew on our scrub oaks (Quercus dumosa). It's
uncertain whether these things are harmful but probably indicative of warmer wetter conditions. 

Smith says that the upside is that this change in climate may make us a little more like Baja California
where there can be two springs. The downside is that we will probably see drought-tolerant deciduous
and succulent plants slowly replacing evergreen shrubs and trees. This will lead to more invasive species
management problems.

The opportunity to view a little springtime greenery and wildflower beauty in the fall is here, so hit the
trails now and see for yourself.

Fall Speaker Series

A group of TPC supporters and friends came together
on Saturday, September 18, to learn why hundreds of
harmless leopard sharks aggregate in shallow water
off La Jolla Shores Beach. Marine biologist Dr.

http://torreypines.org
http://torreypines.org/onetorrey


Andrew Nosal has studied these sharks for over a
decade and explained why leopard sharks aggregate
at this spot.

On October 15 a group of TPC members and donors
gathered in person at the Children's Pavilion at the
Reserve. Eddie Vodrazka, retired Supervising
Lifeguard, retired guardian of the Guy Fleming house
and author, read from his book "Stories from Sea
Level." If you missed the event and would like a copy
Ed's book, we have a few copies of Ed's book for you.

This Friday: Full Moon Hike for Members and Donors

Someone should write a song about the Reserve
when it’s bathed in the silvery light of a full moon.
Your footsteps on the trail seem lighter, magical. The
trees take on a silhouetted form, with still a hint of
color, unlike day or sunset. And then there’s the
special pleasure of being in the Reserve well after the
thundering herd has left, chased away by the sunset
regulations. Now it belongs to you and your cohorts
only.

Unfortunately, there are a no spots left for the hike on
November 19 at 6:30 pm.

If you would like to attend, please send us an email
and we will let you know when spots become
available.

Razor Point Trail Repair

Have you recently hiked this trail?

The section of Razor Point trail to the north of Red Butte has been repaired and is
back open again. 

Thank you to our generous Torrey Pines Conservancy members and donors--and
the maintenance crew!

Diving Deep Into Natural Disasters

Back by popular demand, Dr. Pat Abbott, geologist, and professor emeritus at SDSU, will present another
online lecture series, this one based on his legendary “Natural Disasters” course at SDSU. Last spring, in
a series of online talks, Dr. Abbott discussed the geology of Mission Trails, and he will now take on a
different subject: natural events that impact our lives, climate, and shape our landscape.
Dr. Pat Abbott taught at SDSU for 40 years, and many of the university’s alumni consider his Natural
Disasters course the favorite and most memorable of their college years. The Mission Trails Regional
Park Foundation is pleased to present some of the course’s topics in this four-part series, “Mother Nature
in San Diego.”

Click here to explore and register for these free upcoming presentations

Torrey Pines Docent Society Mindfulness Hikes

All TPC members and donors are invited to the Docents' Mindful Walks at Torrey Pines. During these
docent-guided walks you will slow down, breathe deeply, use your senses, and be present.

Walks take place every 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month. The two-hour-long walks start at the Lodge
(Visitor Center) at 8 am.

No need to RSVP.

https://torrey-pines-boutique.myshopify.com
mailto:membership@torreypines.org
https://mtrp.org/programs/


Make A Tax-Deductible Donation
Become a Member/ Renew Your Membership

Shop at Gift Shop & Book Store
Spread Out Your Giving: Monthly Giving

For questions, please call Susanne at (858) 437-7371 (7 am to noon, Monday-
Saturday).

#torreypinesconservancy

https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/TorreyPinesAssociation/donations.html
https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/TorreyPinesAssociation/member.html
https://torrey-pines-boutique.myshopify.com
https://torreypines.org/index.php/monthly-giving-evergreen

